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Our Leisure group is consistently highly ranked with a number of large longstanding 

clients operating in the pubs, bars & restaurants, health & fitness, gaming, sport 

and museum sectors. We regularly act on very high profile matters, which receive 

considerable international press coverage.

By working with us, you benefit from working with a team that really understands 

the sector and issues, developed from our impressive track record of advising on 

a wide range of leisure and sport transactions, coupled with our insight developed 

through many long-term relationships with some of the industry’s key players.

In 2008, CMS was ranked number one for volume of transactions in the Leisure 

sector across Europe by Mergermarket. One of these transactions, Nuffield Health’s 

acquisition of Cannons Health & Fitness was named Leisure Report’s Deal of the 

Year 2008.

CMS Leisure Group
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Highlights of our relevant  
experience across Europe

We advised

AAC Capital Partners

	� on the sale of Park Resorts Group Ltd, a caravan park operator, to GI Partners, a transatlantic 

private equity firm, for GBP 440 million. Park Resorts Group Ltd was ACC Capital Partner’s largest 

ever exit to date

	� on the GBP 70 million acquisition of the T.G.I Friday‘s Restaurant Business of Whitbread Group 

by AAC Capital Partners and Carlson Companies 

Avenir Entreprises Gestion, a French private equity company

	� on the sale of its shares in French travel agency, Tourexcel

Bank Austria Creditanstalt

	� on the construction finance of shopping mall Palác Pardubice in the Czech Republic with significant 

leisure elements 

Budejovicky mestansky pivovar a.s. (brewery)

	� on trademark and protected geographical indication issues relating to settlement of international 

disputes with Anheuser-Busch in the Czech Republic 

CIB Bank 

	� on the financing of Aquaworld and Ramada Plaza Hotel Complex in Hungary, one of the largest 

aqua and hotel complexes in Europe 

Credit Suisse 

	� on the financing of the acquisition of the Olomouc shopping and entertainment centre in the 

Czech Republic 

Crucible Acquisitions Limited, a vehicle backed by Greenhill Capital Partners

	� on its acquisition of Rileys, the UK operator of snooker and pool clubs

Cultus Opera Producciones 

	� on the planning, development, construction and financing issues for a complex of opera halls, 

theatres and concert halls in Spain. 

Enterprise Inns

	� on negotiations with HMRC and the Treasury in relation to the rules relating to REIT conversion and 

the nature of Enterprise Inns’ business model as to whether it falls within its requirements for a REIT

	� on all major acquisitions and funding transactions since its formation in 1991. Enterprise currently 

has an estate of approx. 7,750 pubs (September 2008) 

Ferrari 

	� on the litigation against McLaren relating to Formula 1 GP trade secrets
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The Spanish subsidiary of the Heineken Group 

	� on the ‚Theme Bars‘ division of the company (more than 500 bars distributed throughout Spain such 

as Gambrinus, White Cross, Beer Station and The Amsetleria) on distribution and competition issues 

La Latina 

	� on the lease and future sale and purchase of the ‚La Latina‘ theatre in Spain 

LGV Capital 

	� on its GBP 65 million acquisition of the Sandpiper CI pubs, restaurants and brewery business

Nuffield Hospitals 

	� on the share acquisition of Health Club Investments Group Ltd (parent company of Cannons Health 

and Fitness and related businesses) from PPM Capital and the subsequent sale of nine Nuffield hospitals 

to General Healthcare Group 

Pradera-AM PLC 

	� on the purchase of three retail centres in the Czech Republic in various cities −  

Park Hana, Ostrava Retail Park, Futurum Ostrava including financing. The shopping centre includes 

restaurants, cinema and entertainment facilities 

Pramerica Real Estate Investors 

	� on the financing of the acquisition of Tulip shopping centre in Martin, Slovakia, including restaurants 

Real Club de Golf las Brisas 

	� on employment law, competition issues and corporate matters including a works contracts for the 

Club house, lease agreement for the restaurant and the purchase contract of a desalinisation plant

United Internet AG 

	� on the sale of German online games portal Bigpoint GmbH to a private equity-backed management team

The All England Tennis Club 

	� on a transaction with the Lawn Tennis Association and a number of debenture issues

A Tier 1 contractor 

	� on construction matters for a major project for the 2012 Olympics

Waterland Private Equity 

	� on the sale of Loewen Play GmbH, the German operator of gambling halls to a management buyout 

team backed by AXA Private Equity

Welcome Break, the UK operator of motorway service areas

	� on its sale to a consortium of funds led by the Challenger Infrastructure Fund

W.H. Brakspear & Sons plc 

	� on the public-to-private takeover by J.T.D.Investments
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Contacts

CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre 

Algérie

Algiers

Frédéric Elbar

T	 +33 1 47 38-4351

E	 frederic.elbar@cms-bfl .com

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz

Vienna

Johannes Hysek

T	 +43 1 404 43-225

E	 johannes.hysek@cms-rrh.com

Nikolaus Weselik

T	 +43 1 404 43-225

E	 nikolaus.weselik@cms-rrh.com

CMS DeBacker

Brussels

Pierre-Axel Chabot

T	 +32 2 743 69-38

E	 pierreaxel.chabot@cms-db.com

Cedric Guyot

T	 +32 2 743 69-64

E	 cedric.guyot@cms-db.com

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz

Sarajevo

Nedzida Salihovic-Whalen

T	 + 387 33 29 64-08

E	� nedzida.salihovic-whalen@ 

cms-rrh.com

Petkova & Sirleshtov Law Office  

in cooperation with  

CMS Cameron McKenna LLP

Sofia

David Butts

T	 +359 2 921 99-48

E	 david.butts@cms-cmck.com

Lyubomir Dabov

T	 +359 2 921 99-17

E	 lyubomir.dabov@cms-cmck.com

Pavlov and Partners Law Firm  

in cooperation with  

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz

Sofia

Gentscho Pavlov

T	 +359 2 921 99-21

E	 gentscho.pavlov@cms-rrh.com

CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre and 

CMS Hasche Sigle in cooperation 

with CMS Cameron McKenna LLP

Shanghai

Emmanuel Meril

T	 +86 21 62 89-6363

M	+86 1380 164 38 75

E	 emmanuel.meril@cms-bfl.com

Jonathan Selvadoray

T	 +86 21 62 89-6363

M	+44 784 351 85 63

E	� jonathan.selvadoray@ 

shanghai.cmslegal.com

Hugh Zhou

T	 +86 21 62 89-6363

E	 hugh.zhou@shanghai.cmslegal.com

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz

Zagreb

Gregor Famira

T	 + 385 1 48 25-600

E	 gregor.famira@cmslegal.hr

CMS Cameron McKenna v.o.s.

Prague

Lukas Janicek

T	 +420 2 967 98-833

E	 lukas.janicek@cms-cmck.com

Hilary McDowell

T	 +420 2 967 98-845

M	+420 602 37 34 47

E	 hilary.mcdowell@cms-cmck.com

CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre

Paris

Christophe Blondeau

T	 +33 1 47 38-4205

E	 christophe.blondeau@cms-bfl .com

Gérard Kling

T	 +33 1 47 38-5646

E	 gerard.kling@cms-bfl .com

Philippe Rosenpick

T	 +33 1 47 38-5605

E	 philippe.rosenpick@cms-bfl .com

CMS Hasche Sigle

Berlin

Gerd Leutner

T	 +49 30 203 60-1709

M	+49 174 309 12 19

E	 gerd.leutner@cms-hs.com

Ralf Kurney

T	 +49 30 203 60-1706

M	+49 172 712 93 80

E	 ralf.kurney@cms-hs.com

Andreas Otto

T	 +49 30 203 60-1506

M	+49 177 219 29 25

E	 andreas.otto@cms-hs.com

Hermann Stapenhorst

T	 +49 30 203 60-1601

M	+49 173 217 17 11

E	 hermann.stapenhorst@cms-hs.com
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CMS Hasche Sigle 

Frankfurt am Main

Thomas Link

T	 +49 69 717 01-232

M	+49 171 765 15 90

E	 thomas.link@cms-hs.com

Munich

Eckhard Schmid

T	 +49 89 238 07-218

M	+49 174 326 80 40

E	 eckhard.schmid@cms-hs.com

Ormai és Társai  

CMS Cameron McKenna LLP

Budapest

Gábor Czike

M	+36 20 915 13 82

E	 gabor.czike@cms-cmck.com

András Klupács

M	+36 30 552 02 90

E	 andras.klupacs@cms-cmck.com

CMS Adonnino Ascoli &  

Cavasola Scamoni

Rome

Marco Casasole

T	 +39 06 47 81-5239

M	+39 347 229 45 65

E	 marco.casasole@cms-aacs.com

Milan

Federico Baridon

T	 +39 02 48 01-1171

M	+39 335 539 99 77

E	 federico.baridon@cms-aacs.com

The Levant Lawyers

Kuwait City

Souham El Harati

M	+965 6 60 38 81

E	 souham.elharati@tll.cc

CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre Maroc

Casablanca

Frédéric Elbar

T	 +33 1 47 38-4351

E	 frederic.elbar@cms-bfl .com

CMS Derks Star Busmann

Amsterdam

Dolf Segaar

T	 +31 30 21 21-779

M	+31 6 55 78 33 51

E	 dolf.segaar@cms-dsb.com

Roman Tarlavski

T	 +31 20 301 63-12

M	+31 6 22 48 38 56

E	 roman.tarlavski@cms-dsb.com

CMS Cameron McKenna  

Dariusz Greszta  

Spółka Komandytowa

Warsaw

Wojciech Koczara

T	 +48 22 520 55-83

E	 wojciech.koczara@cms-cmck.com

Wojciech Szybkowski

T	 +48 22 520 84 02

E	� wojciech.szybkowski@ 

cms-cmck.com

CMS Cameron McKenna SCA

Bucharest

Dan Mares

T	 +40 21 40 73-853

E	 dan.mares@cms-cmck.com

Loredana Ralea

T	 +40 21 40 73-870

E	 loredana.ralea@cms-cmck.com

CMS International B.V.

Moscow

Alyona Antonenko

T	 +7 495 786-4014

E	 alyona.antonenko@cmslegal.ru

Thomas Heidemann

T	 +7 495 786-4049

E	 thomas.heidemann@cmslegal.ru

Elisabeth Pestl

T	 +7 495 786-3041

E	 elisabeth.pestl@cmslegal.ru

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hasche Sigle

Belgrade

Radivoje Petrikic

T +381 11 320 89 00

E radivoje.petrikic@cms-rrh.com

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz  

Rechtsanwälte GmbH and  

CMS Cameron McKenna v.o.s.  

in association with  

Ružička & partners, s.r.o.

Bratislava

Hana Supekova

T	 +421 2 54 43-3490

E	 supekova@ccsconsulting.sk

Sylvia Szabó

T	 +421 2 54 43-3490

M	+421 903 22 83 70

E	 szabo@ccsconsulting.sk
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CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz d.o.o.

Ljubljana

Aleš Lunder

T	 +386 1 620 52-10

E	 ales.lunder@cms-rrh.com

CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo, 

S.L.P.

Madrid

Mariano Bautista Sagüés

T	 +34 91 45 19-277

E	 mbautista@cms-asl.com

José Miguel Martín Zamorano

T	 +34 91 45 19-295

E	 jomimartin@cms-asl.com

CMS von Erlach Henrici Ltd.

Zurich

Oliver Blum

T	 +41 44 285 11-11

M	+41 79 707 12 14

E	 oliver.blum@cms-veh.com

Sibylle Schnyder

T	 +41 44 285 11-11

M	+41 44 285 13 60

E	 sibylle.schnyder@cms-veh.com

CMS Cameron McKenna LLC

Kyiv

Daniel Bilak, Head of CEE Hotel Group

T	 +380 44 391 33-77

E	 daniel.bilak@cms-cmck.com

Olga Zaplatinska

M	+380 952 70 72 32

E	 olga.zaplatinska@cms-cmck.com

CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz TOV

Kyiv

Andreas Knaul

T	 +380 44 503 35-46

E	 andreas.knaul@cms-rrh.com

The Levant Lawyers

Dubai – Abu Dhabi

Choucri ElKhoury

T	 +961 3 29 06 00

E	 choucri.elkhoury@tll.cc

Badih Moukarzel

T	 +971 4 343 67-70

M	+971 50 640 75 76

E	 badih.moukarzel@tll.cc

Cameron McKenna LLP

London

Simon Johnston

T	 +44 20 73 67-2008

M	+44 7990 59 37 30

E	 simon.johnston@cms-cmck.com

James Miller

T	 +44 20 73 67-2442

M	+44 7767 32 42 38

E	 james.miller@cms-cmck.com

Alice Nairn

T	 +44 20 73 67-3681

E	 alice.nairn@cms-cmck.com

Mark Nichols

T	 +44 20 73 67-2051

M	+44 7771 67 43 76

E	 mark.nichols@cms-cmck.com

Thomas Page

T	 +44 20 73 67-3046

M	+44 7905 52 39 51

E	 tom.page@cms-cmck.com

Guy Pendell

T	 +44 20 73 67-2404

M	+44 7973 37 53 89

E	 guy.pendell@cms-cmck.com

Charles Romney

T	 +44 20 73 67-2727

M	+44 7836 74 30 87

E	 charles.romney@cms-cmck.com

Louise Wallace

T	 +44 20 73 67-2181

M	+44 7767 49 80 16

E	 louise.wallace@cms-cmck.com

Duncan Weston

M	+44 7747 63 13 14

E	 duncan.weston@cms-cmck.com

Bristol

Adrian Wright, Sports

T	 +44 20 73 67-3123

E	 adrian.wright@cms-cmck.com

Edinburgh

Timothy Pitt

T	 + 44 131 220-7678

E	 timothy.pitt@cms-cmck.com



CMS is the organisation of independent European law and tax firms of choice for organisations based in, or looking to move into, Europe. 

CMS provides a deep local understanding of legal, tax and business issues and delivers client-focused services through a joint strategy executed 

locally across 28 jurisdictions with 54 offices in Western and Central Europe and beyond. CMS was established in 1999 and today comprises 

nine CMS firms, employing over 2,400 lawyers and is headquartered in Frankfurt, Germany. 

 

CMS nine member firms are: CMS Adonnino Ascoli & Cavasola Scamoni (Italy); CMS Albiñana & Suárez de Lezo, S.L.P. (Spain); 

CMS Bureau Francis Lefebvre (France); CMS Cameron McKenna LLP (UK); CMS DeBacker (Belgium); CMS Derks Star Busmann (Netherlands); 

CMS von Erlach Henrici Ltd. (Switzerland); CMS Hasche Sigle (Germany); and CMS Reich-Rohrwig Hainz (Austria). 

 

CMS offices and associated offices: Amsterdam, Berlin, Brussels, London, Madrid, Paris, Rome, Vienna, Zurich, Aberdeen, Algiers, 

Antwerp, Arnhem, Beijing, Belgrade, Bratislava, Bristol, Bucharest, Budapest, Buenos Aires, Casablanca, Cologne, Dresden, Duesseldorf, 

Edinburgh, Frankfurt, Hamburg, Kyiv, Leipzig, Ljubljana, Lyon, Marbella, Milan, Montevideo, Moscow, Munich, New York, Prague, Sao Paulo, 

Sarajevo, Seville, Shanghai, Sofia, Strasbourg, Stuttgart, Utrecht, Warsaw and Zagreb. 

 

The members of CMS are in association with The Levant Lawyers with offices in Beirut, Abu Dhabi, Dubai and Kuwait City. 
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